
 
 

 

 

On the 15th of May 2019 some 65 participants gathered at the Museum of Natural Sciences in  Brussels 

to discuss during the annual  EFARO organised seminar, how to operationalise the Ecosystem Approach in 

the context of the Blue Economy. The audience consisted of representatives from research organisations, 

NGOs, policy makers and industry. Below you will find an impression of the day and the main 

conclusions.  

Ensuring sustainable use of our Seas;  

Linking the Ecosystem Approach with the quest for 

a Sustainable Blue Economy  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The State of Play of Europeôs Blue Growth Strategy 

ñThere has been a shift of activity from land to sea: possibilities 

have been identified in the maritime sector.  Our overall goal is 

to achieve healthy oceans, seas and coastal & inland waters.  

With the support  of the European Maritime Fisheries Fund  we 

can aim for this involv ing both shared management and direct 

management.ò 

 

Juan Ronco Zapatero EU DG MARE  

The Ocean Economy in 2030  

ñWe expect the size of the blue economy to double by  

2030.  There is already a lot of pressure on the ocean 

space in terms of pollution, overfishing among others, but 

we have to get control on harvest and achieve a change 

in policies to get to a sustainable level.  Despite the 

concerns of declining fish stocks and depletion, we still 

see substantial overfishing and declining fish stocks, but 

it does not match the urgency and demand we need to 

catch up on.  Question is how can we design good 

subsidies for the fisheries sector as only less than 10% of 

some subsidies becomes income for fishers?ò 

 
Roger Martini Senior Fisheries Policy  Analyst OECD  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the left: Reinier Hille Ris Lambers,  WWF -NL 

Interview with Reinier Hille Ris Lambers,  WWF - NL  

ñInstead of looking at the North Sea in different sectors as wind, fisheries and nature, try to see if we could build 

more synerg y.  And when you consider the Ecosystem as both delivering ecosystem goods and services but at the 

same time being the entity producing this, you can compare it to looking at a machine; you can perceive t he 

value of the machine as to what it produces, but y ou also need to maintain the machine.  There is a lot of funding 

available, but little has been used. Research institutes should ask themselves: what types of governance 

mechanisms should we have to not just make a small step, but to be ready for 2030?ò 

Essential Ecosystem Approach to 

Fisheries Management  

ñWe need to think of sustainability in fisheries 

in three main boxes: ecological wellbeing 

,human wellbeing ( both at community  and  

national  level ) and the ability to achieve 

(governance, impact on  environment). Policies 

are often not clear: there is a need to integrate 

fisheries in a broader process of coastal 

planning together with other  marine sectors , 

making this integration challenging .  We 

cannot move alone, we need to promote broad 

stakeholder participation in order to achieve 

our goals.  Yet l imited means and capacity exist 

which has a draw back on how to provide the 

appropriate data for EAF implementation, and 

good social and economic inform ation is 

lacking. ò 

Marcelo Vasconcellos, Fishery Resources 

Officer at FAO  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview Raúl Prelezzo  Principal Researcher AZTI  

ñThe profit of the fleet is not only an economic thing;  we also 

need to understand the use of ecosystem services, the impact we 

have on them and the social circumstances  under which we use 

and produce them . In the light of a blue growth opportunity, we 

are not only trying to meet the demand that is there, but we need 

to try to create ways to address changing and growing new 

demands  and cater for a Blue Economy that expand s. We know 

the pros and cons of ecosys tem based management, but there 

are still some issues: as the marine sector in the EU is small, in 

terms of overall contribution to the GDP, all the main 

developments and drivers com e from  outside the sector such as 

for example the rapid development in inf ormation & 

communication  technology and practices.ò 

 

Raúl Prelezzo Principal Researcher AZTI  

Interview Emily McGregor Marine Stewardship 

Council (MSC) Fisheries Assessment Manager  

ñThe overall goal is to minimize environmental impact 

and therefore three pillars are identified: achieve 

sustainable fish stocks, minimize the impact of sea life 

and perform effective fisheries management.  Despite 

the fact that 60% of our seafood consumed in EU 

comes from outside, MSC remains very relevant to 

ensure sustainabil ity a nd traceability of the product. 

Behind the crest of the wave: science and 

management practices are moving, and we as MSC 

follow along.ò 

Emily McGregor Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Fisheries 

Assessment Manager  

Interview Matjaģ Malgaj Head of Unit Marine 

Environment and Water Industry DG ENVIRONMENT 

European Commission  

ñKeeping the oceans relatively healthy is  the overall primary 

objective. There is a need to achieve an equal 

understanding between scientists and policymakers.ò 

Matjaģ Malgaj Head of Unit Marine Environment and Water 

Industry DG ENVIRONMENT European Commission  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presentations made during the day will be made available as PDF on the EFARO website 

(www.EFARO.EU ) 

 

 

 

  

ñDonôt be afraid of complexity. If people feel the urgency 

and take responsibility, they will overcome complexity.ò 

Tammo Bult, President EFARO  

http://www.efaro.eu/


 
 

 

 

State of Play of Europeôs Blue Growth Strategy 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  


