European Fisheries and Aquaculture
Research Organisations

On the 15th of May 2019 some 65 participants gathered at the Museum of Natural Sciences in Brussels
to discuss during the annual EFARO organised seminar, how to operationalise the Ecosystem Approach in

the context of the Blue Economy. The audience consisted of representatives from research organisations,

NGOs, policy makers and industry. Below you will find an impression of the day and the main

conclusions.

Ensuring sustainable use of our Seas;
Linking the Ecosystem Approach with the quest for
a Sustainable Blue Economy

The State of Play of Europeds Bl u

ATher e has tadatvity&domdand to sea: possibilities

have been identified in the maritime sector. Our overall goal is
to achieve healthy oceans, seas and coastal & inland waters.
With the support of the European Maritime Fisheries Fund we

can aim for this involv  ing both shared management and direct
management . 0

Juan Ronco Zapatero EU DG MARE

The Ocean Economy in 2030

ifWe expect the size of the Hyl
2030. There is already a lot of pressure on the ocean

space interms of  pollution, overfishing among others, but

we have to get control on harvest and achieve a change

in policies to get to a sustainable level. Despite the
concerns of declining fish stocks and depletion, we still
see substantial overfishing and declining fish stocks, but

it does not match the urgency and demand we need to
catch up on. Question is how can we design good
subsidies for the fisheries sector as only less than 10% of
some subsidies becomes i ncome

Roger Martini Senior Fisheries Policy Analyst OECD
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Interview with Reinier Hille Ris Lambers, WWF -NL

Ailnstead of |l ooking at the North Sea in different sectors

more synerg Y. And when you consider the Ecosystem as both delivering ecosystem goods and services but at the

same time being the entity producing this, you can compare it to looking at a machine; you can perceive t he

value of the machine  asto what it produces, buty  ou also need to maintain the machine. There is a lot of funding

available, but little has been used. Research institutes should ask themselves: what types of governance

mechani sms should we have to not just make a smal/l step, but t

On the left:  Reinier Hille Ris Lambers. WWF  -NL

Essential Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries Management

ifwWe need to think of sus
in three main boxes: ecological wellbeing
;human wellbeing ( both at community and
national level) and the ability to achieve
(governance, impact  on environment). Policies
are often not clear: there is a need to integrate
fisheries in a broader process of coastal
planning together with other marine sectors ,
making this integration challenging . We
cannot move alone, we need to promote broad
stakeholder participation in order to achieve

our goals. Yetlimited means and capacity exist
which has a draw back on how to provide the
appropriate data for EAF implementation, and

good social and economic inform ation is
lacking. O

Marcelo Vasconcellos, Fishery Resources
Officer at FAO
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Interview Emily McGregor Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) Fisheries Assessment Manager

AiThe overall goal is to mini
and therefore three pillars are identified: achieve
sustainable fish stocks, minimize the impact of sea life

and perform effective fisheries management. Despite
the fact that 60% of our seafood consumed in EU
comes from outside, MSC remains very relevant to
ensure sustainabil ity a nd traceability of the product.
Behind the crest of the wave: science and
management practices are moving, and we as MSC
foll ow along. o

Emily McGregor Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Fisheries
Assessment Manager

Interview Radl Prelezzo Principal Researcher AZTI

AiThe profit of the fleet i s; weoalso ¢
need to understand the use of ecosystem services, the impact we

have on them and the social circumstances under which we use
and produce them . In the light of a blue growth opportunity, we

are not only trying to meet the demand that is there, but we need

to try to create  ways to address changing and growing new
demands and cater for a Blue Economy that expand s. We know
the pros and cons of ecosys tem based management, but there

are still some issues: as the marine sector in the EU is small, in
terms of overall contribution to the GDP, all the main
developments and drivers com e from outside the sector such as

Rail Prelezzo Principal Researcher AZTI for example the rapid development in information &

communicaton t echnol ogy and practices. 0

Interview Matjag Mal gaj Head of
Environment and Water Industry DG ENVIRONMENT
European Commission

fiKeeping t he oc ehealtyisr thd ogerall primdryy
objective. There is a need to achieve an equal
understanding between scientists and

Matjag Malgaj Head of Unit Marine
Industry DG ENVIRONMENT European Commission
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i Do n 6 kfraid & complexity. If people feel the urgency
and take responsibility, they will over

Tammo Bult, President EFARO

The presentations made during the day will be made available as PDF on the EFARO website
(www.EFARO.EU )



http://www.efaro.eu/

State of Play of Europeds

Blue Growth Strategy

State of play
of Europe’s
Blue Growth
Strategy

Juan RONCO

DG MARE

European Commission
EFARO Seminar
Brussels 15 May 2019

Global challenges

* Planet Earth
* catastrophic warming
« acidifying ocean
* lack of freshwater and land
= growing population
= reduced biodiversity
* Imperatives
* reduce emissions

* circular economy

Emerging sectors

Current Blue Growth Framework
(« 2012 Communication »)

Push for sustainable growth in the maritime economy, with a particular focus
on five sectors: energy, aquaculture, tourism,
biotechnology and marine mineral resources. These sectors
were selected because of their innovation and jobs creation potential;

P

Underpin growth by working on key "enablers™ such as data and
information, research, spatial planning, skills,
environmental protection and maritime surveillance
These ‘enablers’ are common prerequisites for the maritime economy to thrive;

3. mobilise EU funding instruments to support the development of
Blue Growth; and

IS

encourage and promote partnerships in regions, between
Member States and non-EU countries, public authorities

and economic players, in order te foster scale effects and mutually
reinforcing leaming and investment.
Comi

Shifting f

* Half global primary production
= |ess than 1% of Europe’s waters could
provide 3 times more seafood than we
consume today
= Energy to provide 3 times planet’s
needs
= wind, tides, waves, thermal gradients,
algal biofuel
= More biodiversity than on land

= new medicines

Growth: emerging activities

offshore wind capacity (GW) [E———
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« food and energy
can live together

« pilots already
ongoing Belgium
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Source: Buck et al Mussel cuftivation a5 a €6-use ™ offshore witkOOD MY
farms: Potential and economic feasibilityAquaculture Ecionomics,

Increasing investment

*better & more research
*better da

*more skills

eeasier access to funding

And better governance!

Sustainability

Sustainability creates economic
rewards.

Horizon Europe: €100 billion*

‘ Open Science

€258 Global Challenges &
Industrial Competitiveness

mOpen Innovation
Strengthening ERA

m Euratom
€527

* This envelope includes € 3.5 billion
allocated under the InvestEU Fund.

Europoan
Commission

Horizon Europe 2021-2027

* 27 March 2019
- common understanding reached between the Council
preside

ncy and the European Parliament
* 3 pillars
« Open science
European R

+ Mari
= Global challen
* societal

Horizon
Europe

Main changes

breakthrough innovation European Innovation Council

more impact Missions

Extended openness to association
and international cooperation

Strengthen international
cooperation

Reinforce openness Open science policy

1114l

Rationalise the funding New approach to Partnerships

landscape
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